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Michael W. Unger

RIDER, BENNETT, EGAN &
ARUNDEL, LLP

2000 Metropolitan Centre

333 South Seventh Street

Minneapolis, MN 55402

‘Samuel D. Heins
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James L. Volling

FAEGRE & BENSON, LLP
2200 Norwest Center
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Mark D. Savin

FAEGRE & BENSON, LLP

2200 Norwest Center

90 South Seventh Street

Minneapolis, MN 55402-3901

Dean A. LeDoux

Michael E. Martinez

GRAY PLANT MOOTY MOOTY &
BENNETT, P.A.

3400 City Center

33 South Sixth Street

Minneapolis, MN 55402-3796

Neil Buethe

BRIGGS & MORGAN

2200 West First National Bank Building
St. Paul, MN 55101

Yesterday morning, November 30, 1999, I received a telephone call from Richard
Slowes, Commissioner of the Minnesota Supreme Court, regarding the Motion to Transfer and
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. Consolidate all Minnesota vitamin antitrust claims, which is currently pending before the Court.
Mr. Slowes informed me that he was directed by the Chief Justice of the Mimnesota Supreme
Court to meet and confer with all counsel interested in the outcome of this motion for the
purpose of obtaining additional information to guide the Court in fully deciding this matter.
Mr. Slowes requested a meeting with all counsel in order to discuss two issues raised by the
Motion. This meeting will be with Mr. Slowes and will not include the Chief Justice.

The first issue upon which the Chief Justice desires clarification is the amount of judicial
resources which can be expected from the litigation of these cases. The number of cases
expected to be brought, how much discovery will be involved, and how long the entire process
will take were the specific questions mentioned by Mr. Slowes. He indicated that such
considerations are important in determining which judicial district(s) has(have) the capacity(ies)
to handle the Minnesota Vitamin Antitrust Litigation. :

The second issue involves discussing 2 mechanism by which a judge may be selected to
preside over these actions. The Court is interested specifically in avoiding potential problems
associated with the necessity of multiple potices of removal. Mr. Slowes suggested an
arbitration-type format, wherc the parties select a short list of judges that would be agreeable,
and the Court then attempts to find commonality amongst the selections. MTr. Slowes stated that
if the parties were unable to agree upon a workable mechanism, the Court would create or utilize
one of its own.

Mr. Slowes indicated that he would available to meet with counsel on either Wednesday,
December 8, or Thursday, December 9, 1999, after 2:00 p.m. on both days. He also has
availability during the week of December 13, 1999. Mr. Slowes would like to meet with counsel
in person at the Minnesota Judicial Center in St. Paul, but phone conferencing is available.
Please let me know what date(s) work for you, and whether you can attend in person or require
phone conferencing. I will then relay everyone’s availability to Mr. Slowes and attempt to work
out a date and time to meet that works for everyone. I can be reached at (612) 607-7569, by fax
at (612) 607-7100 or 7376, or by e-mail at AHansen@owdlaw.com.

Ve ly your;
(o

Andrew S. Hansen

ASH:prl

cc:  William L. Sippcl
James C. Zacharski
Richard B. Benenson (via facsimile)
Trisha Lawson (via facsimile)
Richard Slowes (via facsimile)
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TO: Richard B. Bencnson Orange County
COMPANY: ARNOLD & PORTER FILED Paris
PHONE: (202) 942-5679 Saing Paul
FAX: (202) 942-53999 Silicon Valley
TO: Trisha Lawson Washing dla’ D.C.
COMPANY: DAVIS, POLK & WARDWELL wnn.owdiass.com
PHONF: (212) 4504000
FAX: (202) 450-5568
TO: Richard Slowes
COMPANY: MINN. SUPREME COURT COMMISSIONF.RS OFFICE
PHONE: (651) 296-2581
FAX: (651) 282-5115
FROM: Andrew S, Hansen
DIRECT DIAL: (612) 607-7569
E-MAIL: ahansen@owdlaw.com
RE: Vitamin Antitrust Litigation
COMMENTS:

Please find the following accompanying this transmittal:

12/01/99 letter from A. Hansen

This facsimile contains confidential information intended only for the use of the addressce(s: named above
and may contain jnformation that is legally privileged. If you arc not the addressce, or the person responsible
for delivering it to the addressee, you are hereby notified that reading, disseminating, distributing or copying this
facsimile is strictly prohibited. If you have received this facsimile by mistake, please immediately notify us by
telephone and return the original message to us at the address abovc via the Postal Scrvice (we will reimburse
postage). Thank you.

Originals:

XX Not being sent Sentby: Post Office L1 Mcssenger
COMPLETED BY : Pam Lewis/x7574
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O Air Courier

PAGE(S) INCLUDING THIS PAGE.

IF THE TRANSMISSION IS INCOMPLETE, PLEASE CALL (612) 607-7276 AS SOON AS

POSSIBLE.



